
69 

Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT § 520.3 

APPENDIX E TO PART 512—OMB 
CLEARANCE 

The OMB clearance number for this part 
512 is 2127–0025 

[72 FR 59470, Oct. 19, 2007] 

PART 520—PROCEDURES FOR 
CONSIDERING ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
520.1 Purpose and scope. 
520.2 Policy. 
520.3 Definitions. 
520.4 Applicability. 
520.5 Guidelines for identifying major ac-

tions significantly affecting the environ-
ment. 

Subpart B—Procedures 

520.21 Preparation of environmental re-
views, negative declarations, and notices 
of intent. 

520.22 Maintenance of a list of actions. 
520.23 Preparation of draft environmental 

impact statements. 
520.24 Internal processing of draft environ-

mental impact statements. 
520.25 External review of draft environ-

mental impact statements. 
520.26 Public hearings. 
520.27 Legislative actions. 
520.28 Preparation of final environmental 

impact statements. 
520.29 Internal review of final environ-

mental impact statements. 
520.30 Availability of final environmental 

impact statements. 
520.31 Amendments or supplements. 
520.32 Emergency action procedures. 
520.33 Timing of proposed NHTSA actions. 
520.34 Comments on environmental state-

ments prepared by other agencies. 
ATTACHMENT 1 TO PART 520—FORM AND CON-

TENT OF STATEMENT 
ATTACHMENT 2 TO PART 520—AREAS OF ENVI-

RONMENTAL IMPACT AND FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES AND FEDERAL-STATE AGENCIES WITH 
JURISDICTION BY LAW OR SPECIAL EXPER-
TISE TO COMMENT THEREON [NOTE] 

ATTACHMENT 3 TO PART 520—OFFICES WITHIN 
FEDERAL AGENCIES AND FEDERAL-STATE 
AGENCIES FOR INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE AGENCIES’ IMPACT STATEMENTS FOR 
WHICH COMMENTS ARE REQUESTED [NOTE] 

ATTACHMENT 4 TO PART 520—STATE AND 
LOCAL AGENCY REVIEW OF IMPACT STATE-
MENTS 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 102(2)(A), 102(2)(C), Pub. 
L. 91–190, 83 Stat. 853 (42 U.S.C. 4332); secs. 
2(b), 4(f), Pub. L. 89–670, 80 Stat. 931 (49 U.S.C. 

1651(b), 1653(f)); E.O. 11514, 35 FR 4247; 40 CFR 
part 1500; DOT Order 5610.1B, 39 FR 35234; del-
egations of authority at 49 CFR 1.45, 1.51. 

SOURCE: 40 FR 52396, Nov. 10, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 520.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) Section 102(2)(C) of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 
Stat. 853; 42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)), as imple-
mented by Executive Order 11514 (3 
CFR, 1966–1970 Comp., p. 902) and the 
Council on Environmental Quality’s 
Guidelines of April 23, 1971 (36 FR 7724), 
requires that all agencies of the Fed-
eral Government prepare detailed envi-
ronmental statements on proposals for 
legislation and other major Federal ac-
tions significantly affecting the qual-
ity of the human environment. The 
purpose of the Act is to build into the 
agency decision-making process careful 
consideration of all environmental as-
pects of proposed actions. 

(b) This part specifies National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) procedures for conducting en-
vironmental assessments and reviews, 
and for the preparation of environ-
mental impact statements on proposals 
for legislation and other major agency 
actions significantly affecting the 
quality of the human environment. 

§ 520.2 Policy. 

The agency will strive to carry out 
the full intent and purpose of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 and related orders and statutes, 
and take positive steps to avoid any ac-
tion which could adversely affect the 
quality of the human environment. 

§ 520.3 Definitions. 

(a) Environmental assessment is a writ-
ten analysis describing the environ-
mental impact of a proposed or ongoing 
agency action, submitted to the agency 
either by its grantees or contractors, 
or by any person outside the agency as 
part of any program or project proposal 
within the scope of activities listed in 
§ 520.4(b). 

(b) Environmental review is a formal 
evaluation undertaken by the agency, 
culminating in a brief document (the 
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